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 TEDxJacksonHole: Out of Darkness 
Speakers Announced 

 
Jackson Hole, Wyo. - Aug. 11, 2017 - Speakers usually do the talking, but in this case, we are talking 
up our speakers. TEDxJacksonHole organizers announced the lineup for this year’s event, 
happening Tuesday, Aug. 22, the day after the total solar eclipse.  
 
Presenters range from the world of astronomy and science to the realms of healing and creativity. 
Expect to be inspired as they give short TED-style talks to offer their perspectives on the “Out of 
Darkness” theme, which was chosen to commemorate the eclipse. Presentations are:  
 

● Professor and award-winning physicist Brian Greene – currently the director of Columbia’s 
Center for Theoretical Physics, founder of the World Science Festival and on-camera 
personality. Greene is responsible for several groundbreaking discoveries in the field of 
superstring theory. 

● Best-selling author Alexandra “Bo” Fuller –  a Jackson Hole resident who was raised by 
white supremacists in Rhodesia during that country’s Bush War and experienced first-hand 
the way racism becomes enmeshed in children. 

● Award-winning science journalist Erik Vance – a Mexico City-based writer who has been 
poked, prodded, burned, electrocuted, hypnotized and even cursed by a witch doctor – all in 
the name of science and in his journey to unlock the hidden power of the brain. 

● Singer/songwriter Beth McIntosh – a Wyoming native who has performed across the 
nation, recorded multiple albums and influenced hundreds of students. Her sons Wilden 
and Rainer McIntosh-Round  will join her for a musical performance of  a journey through 
fire toward redemption and victory. 

● Dr. Laura Peticolas – a  senior fellow at the Space Sciences Laboratory at the University of 
California who is leading tens of thousands of people to support scientific research about 
the Sun during the 2017 total solar eclipse using digital cameras, GPS units, and phones. 

● Medicine man and Sun Dance Chief  James Trosper  –  a respected voice on traditional 
Plains Indian spirituality and director of University of Wyoming’s High Plains American 
Indian Research Institute. 

● Laurie Works – a student who witnessed the mass shooting that killed her two sisters. She 
has turned that tragedy into  an opportunity to help heal others.  
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● Business strategist Keely Herron – a Jackson Hole entrepreneur who has traveled the 
world in search of a meaningful life, explored the duality of darkness and light, and debunks 
the happiness myth. 

● Astronomer Dr. Laura Danly – a  curator at the Griffith Observatory in Los Angeles, who has 
been communicating complex ideas in science to the public for more than 30 years. 

● Playwright Andrew Munz – an author known locally for his comedic Jackson-based 
theatrical trilogy “I Can Ski Forever.” After five pilgrimages to Iceland, he came to realize 
that the place that was supposed to save him might very well destroy him. 

● Contemporary Dance Wyoming – Under the direction of Artistic Director Babs Case, 
Wyoming’s only professional modern dance company will perform a visually stimulating 
and exhilarating  interpretation of the evening’s theme.  

 
Each presentation will be 10 minutes or less. More information on speakers is available online at 
www.tedxjacksonhole.org/speakers.  
 
TEDxJacksonHole – sponsored by Jackson Hole WILD – will take place one day after the total solar 
eclipse. Tickets are $40 for orchestra seating and $20 for balcony seating (with an additional $2 
processing fee). The event, which has sold out for the past six years, begins promptly at 7 p.m.  
 
The public is invited early for a reception from 5-7 p.m. in the Center for the Arts theater lobby and 
amphitheater to meet speakers and artists from the Center’s “Observatories” exhibition. Food. 
Drink. Music. Art. Conversation.  
 
Tickets can be purchased online through the Center for the Arts box office at 
www.jhcenterforthearts.org , or through the box office at 265 S. Cache St.; (307) 733-4900.  
 
TEDxJacksonHole and Jackson Hole WILD send gratitude to the funders who are making the 
event possible: The Spence Law Firm, the Charles Engelhard Foundation, Old Bill’s Fun Run 
for Charities Donors, and the Wyoming Arts Council . Thanks also to coordinating partners 
Wyoming Humanities Council, Central Wyoming College, and Jackson Hole WILD staff.  

 
Follow TEDxJacksonHole on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/tedxjacksonhole and on the 
web at www.TEDxJacksonHole.org .  

 
About TEDx, x = independently organized event 

In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx is a program of local, self-organized events that bring 
people together to share a TED-like experience. At a TEDx event, TED Talks video and live speakers 
combine to spark deep discussion and connection. These local, self-organized events are branded 
TEDx, where x = independently organized TED event. The TED Conference provides general 
guidance for the TEDx program, but individual TEDx events are self-organized. (Subject to certain 
rules and regulations.) 
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About TED 
TED is a nonprofit organization devoted to Ideas Worth Spreading. Started as a four-day conference 
in California 30 years ago, TED has grown to support its mission with multiple initiatives. The two 
annual TED Conferences invite the world's leading thinkers and doers to speak for 18 minutes or 
less. Many of these talks are then made available, free, at TED.com. TED speakers have included Bill 
Gates, Jane Goodall, Elizabeth Gilbert, Sir Richard Branson, Nandan Nilekani, Philippe Starck, Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala, Sal Khan and Daniel Kahneman. 

The annual TED Conference takes place each spring in Vancouver, British Columbia. TED's media 
initiatives include TED.com, where new TED Talks are posted daily; the Open Translation Project, 
which provides subtitles and interactive transcripts as well as translations from volunteers 
worldwide; the educational initiative TED-Ed. TED has established the annual TED Prize, where 
exceptional individuals with a wish to change the world get help translating their wishes into 
action; TEDx, which supports individuals or groups in hosting local, self- organized TED-style 
events around the world, and the TED Fellows program, helping world-changing innovators from 
around the globe to amplify the impact of their remarkable projects and activities. 

Follow TED on Twitter at http://twitter.com/TEDTalks, or on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/TED. 
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